
Frank Matthews, Hispanic Ministry Facilitator
for Northern Virginia, with his family,

PASO DE FE
Did you ever consider that the most
extraordinary pasos de fe (leaps of faith)
involve the chance you'll crash and burn?
Over the last four months I challenged
men with the potential to become
Barnabas Initiative leaders to prayerfully
consider taking a big paso de fe (leap of
faith) by resigning to their current ministry
and joining me in the exciting and
unpredictable Hispanic leadership
development journey. Frank Matthews

was one of the gifted men I challenged to take a big paso de fe (leap of faith). He
prayed and sought the counsel of others and eventually felt God’s prompting to take
the big paso de fe (leap of faith) and accepted the position of Hispanic Ministry
Facilitator for Northern Virginia. In his new role Frank will network in the Hispanic
community, recruit candidates with the potential for ordination in the PCA, mentor
these men during their ministry preparation, and help place them into suitable
opportunities in the region. I’m very excited because his ministry has the potential of
significantly increasing our existing pipeline of ministerial candidates.

As Hispanic Ministry Facilitator, Frank will have the opportunity to use the language
and cross-cultural skills he acquired while serving with MTW as a missionary in
Perú. After Perú, the Lord led Frank to Sycamore Presbyterian where he serves as
Associate Pastor to young adults and families. The Session at Sycamore
Presbyterian was sad, but very supportive of Frank’s decision to take a new call.
They worked with him to set up a transition plan which allows him to stay on the
church staff for another 12 – 18 months while he raises funds for his new ministry.
Before our General Assembly, we finalized an Antioch Fund grant application for
$100,000 and we anticipate an answer during the Fall. Remembering God’s
faithfulness when he raised funds to minister in Perú helped Frank take this paso de
fe (leap of faith). I’m excited to be a part of this journey with Frank. I hope other well
qualified men who served with MTW in Spanish speaking countries will consider this
ministry opportunity when they return to the United States.

When I was not on the road talking to potential leaders for the Barnabas Initiative, I
was at the office working on our new web site. The primary purpose of the new web
site is to expose non-PCA leaders to our denomination telling them who we are,
what we stand for, and what we are doing. Our hope is that many new leaders will be
excited about it and want to join us. The secondary purpose of the web site is to
help PCA Hispanic churches connect in a deeper way. The web site itself is a
product of the collaboration between Hispanic churches through the Hispanic
Heritage Love offering. After months of hard work, the web site is done and it is just
looks fabulous! I feel like a proud new parent showing his baby to family and friends.
Check it out here: www.reformedleader.com , like us on facebook here Hispanic
Ministry Facebook Page and help me spread the word of this exciting new web site.
Pray for the web site to connect us with many potential leaders for the PCA.
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Our web site is moblie friendly! Millenials spend an
average of 35 hours per week on their phones.

 

My friend Vicente Jaime, pictured with his wife
Gloria, volunteered countless hours editing the
Spanish version of the web site.

New Spanish LAMP students
Getting Hispanic churches to embrace the call to develop leaders for their ministry
and for their region is difficult. For the most part, Hispanic pastors are fighting for
survival and gladly surrender the call to develop leaders to professional educators.
One of my hopes is to see a paradigm shift in that thinking.

I’m encouraged by churches like Cristo Rey, who from the very beginning, make
leadership development one of their core values. The Lord brought a group of men
who sensed a call to the ministry to Cristo Rey a few years after they started public
worship. The church leadership rejoiced and responded by opening up a LAMP
Seminary Learning Center in the church. A series of difficult events in the life of the
church led to the painful decision to suspend seminary classes. Eventually Cristo
Rey stabilized and became a particular church. About a year later, Josh and
Shannon Geiger, who planted Cristo Rey, decided to take another call and moved
to Los Angeles where Josh took a call as Director of Discipleship at Pacific
Crossroads.

The Session of Cristo Rey diligently searched for someone who would carry the
original vision of Cristo Rey into the future. The Lord brought Caleb Dunn, a man
with the passion, character and vision to lead them in that direction. Caleb, who
served with MTW in Mexico, is bilingual and bicultural. At the core of Caleb’s vision
for ministry is training men for the ministry. When he served with MTW in Monterrey
he was instrumental in launching a discipleship style seminary called Monterrey
Theological Institute of Ministry.

Caleb and I met when I was in Texas searching for leaders for the Barnabas
Initiative. With great joy, he shared that in the last few months the Lord brought two
men who sense a call to the gospel ministry to Cristo Rey. The topic of our
conversation immediately shifted from the Barnabas Initiative to re-opening the
LAMP Seminary Learning Center at Cristo Rey to train Ish Vargas and Marvin Lopez
for the ministry. The Learning Center at Cristo Rey is ready to re-open and both
men are ready and excited to take their first Systematic Theology course. I praise
the Lord for his unfailing promise to gift His church with godly leaders. Pray for these
two men as they begin their theological training.

New LAMP student, Ish Vargas, was born in
NYC to Puerto Rican and Dominican parents.
His wife is from Colombia and they have two
children.

 

New LAMP student, Marvin Lopez, was born in
Honduras. He is married to the daughter of an American
missionary and they have two children.
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The funds we collected from the 2015 Hispanic
heritage month love offering made the new web site
possible. Our goal for 2016 is to collect $5,000 for the
Barnabas Initiative. Pray for generous givers.

Hernando, Debbie, Sarah and Nico Sáenz

Prayer and praises
▪ Ernesto Fernandez accepted a call
from First Presbyterian Church in
Lansing, IL. Ernesto and I learned a
lot during our three year journey to
find a call. Pray for a smooth
transition from NC to IL and for an
effective ministry.
▪ Mr Joel DeVictoria and Mr. Kevin
Arevalo graduate from seminary this
year. I’m working with them to find a
good church for them to initiate their
ministry. Rejoice with me that two

more laborers are ready to enter the field! Pray for their new call and trials of
ordination.
▪ I’m helping Pastor Clint Delaplane find a call. He is an experienced, bilingual and
bi-cultural man. Pray for a suitable call for him.
▪ I helped Pastor Geoff Bradford, from Raleigh, NC, apply for an Antioch Fund grant.
His grant was approved and he is making preparations to start. Pray for a gifted
leader to lead their initiative.
▪ I recommended a Hispanic TE and RE to for each of the General Assembly Study
Committees. Pray for the peace and purity of the PCA.
▪ Israel Ruiz will take his ordination exams this month. Pray for him to pass them!

Gracias
Thank you for your friendship, your
prayers, your commitment to us and
your financial support.

We cannot imagine being without any of
these good gifts!

Financial Contributions

Your financial support is needed! You can make a tax-deductible contribution to
MNA’s Hispanic American Ministries at www.pcamna.org. You can also mail
contributions, made payable to Mission to North America, to: Mission to North
America, P.O. Box 890233 Charlotte, NC 28289-0233. Designate: Hispanic
American Ministries.
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